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To the Honourable 
Sir W1iLLiamM MokrTon, 


One of His Majeſties Juſtices of the Kings 
Bench, Health and Happinels, 


SIR, 
0 importunity of Friends could perſwade me, 


voke me , niether could the juntture of time 
when this Sermon was preach d, induce me (onely the 
aſſurance of your Lordſhips Patronage hath prevailed 
with me) to expoſe to publick view theſe weak Medi- 
tations ; without which, this Scroll , as worthleſs, 
muſt have undergone the Authors doom,and muſt have 
been condemned to perpetual forgetfulneſs. 

And certainly ( my good Lord ) there is great 
neceſsity of your defence , who have been ſo valiant for 
the Truth , and feared no oppoſition. For that Spirit 
6f Loyalty and Obedience that runs through this whole 
Diſcourſe, which ſure was the ſole reaſon that moved 
you to like it when preach d before you , will for this 
reaſon alone make it diſ-reliſhing amidſt an unreaſon- 
able Generation ; which ſetting tp a pretended (on- 
ſcience above, yea againſt a certain Law, is yet deſpes 
rately burried beadlong into a lawleſs liberty and licen< 
tiouſneſs, and into ail manner of diſobedience, 


A 2 It 


no calumny of my worſt Enemies could pro- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


If therefore there be any thing in this Treatiſe that 
may conduce to corre&t theſe miſcarriages, I think need 
not proteſt my Integrity in delivering them : Malice 
it ſelf will acquit me, and my wor Enemies cannot 
entertain a ſuſpition of my Hypocriſie in this ; when 
no former Preferments have pre-ingaged me,o future 
Hopes can bave byaſſed me, no other Wor ldly Reſpetts 
can have inclined me : but what is done in all proba- 
bility , is done in ſimplicity, out of an unfeigned love 
to Order and Peace. 

Towhich if 1 may contribute any thing , Thave 
my deſigne; and the Reader that hath any benefit will 
with me thank God for your Lordſhip , and pray 
heartily for the continuance of your Welfare ; who 
hath been always ready to aft and ſuffer for the pre- 


ſervation of the Religion, the Laws and Obedience of 


the Nation. This your care hath brought theſe things 
that follow to the light : And the aſſurance of your 
Lordſhips perſeverance, conſtrains the Author, that 
be can no longer forbear to vow himſelf 


Yours in all Services with all 
readineſs to his utmoſt, 


W1LL, STARKEY, 


The 


——— 


The Divine Obligation of Humane 
Ordinances, gc. 


1 Pet. 2. 13. 


Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of man for 
the Lords ſake. 


& S it was with St, Paul's new-conver- 
* ted Gentiles, even ſo was it with 
SES) St, Peter's diſperſed Hebrews , to 

+: whom he chiefly direts this Epi- 
33, ſtle. Either the Gnoſticks, or ſome | 
- other carhal Goſpellers, that made | 
Y it their buſineſs ro deſprſe Domini- 
ons, and ſpeak evil of Dignities, Jude 8, under a ſpeci- 
ous prerence of Liberty, had miſcaried the Servants, fo 
as they caſt off all yokes of ſervice z and the Subjects, þ 
ſo as they broke aſunder all bonds of obedience : and li 
now the new-Chriſtians were blown up into a prejudice; 1 
7a, | 
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(2) 
yea, intoan oppoſition againſt all Humane Government: 
W hich juſtly opened the mouths of the Unbelievers, to 
brand ſuch Chriſtians as ewil-doers ; and Religion was 
now reproached, and the Name of Chriſt and his Goſpel 
was every where blaſphemed, 

Upon this, the Apoſtle jn this part of the Epiſtle 
prefleth the yew born Babes to a greater care of a more 
becoming converſation ; that by well-doing they might put 
to ſulence the i2norance of fooliſh men, And withont 
doubt, Piornm Apologiacertiſsima && ſpeciociſsima,ſi vita 
cos purgat non oratio, as Luther upon the place, Holy 
Men purge themſelves by Demeanour, better then Lan- 
guage; and an Harmleſs Life is the Chriſtians ſureſt A- 
pologie: there being no ſuch way for them to filence 
Gain-ſayers, to choak Detra&ors , and diſarm all Op- 
poſers, as to lead lives quiet and peaceable , void of ot- 
tence, inall godlineſs and honeſty, And this honeſty 
of converſation is beſt diſcovered by readineſs of ſubmi- 
fon to the juſt Commands of lawful Governours ; which 
brings our Apoſtle to urge this of our Text, van yr7: 
vw, WC, Submit, Oc, 

Andas it was in the Apoſtles,even ſoit is in our days; 
we have ſuch Teachers and ſuch Believers in the midſt of 
us: Thoſe chat think and ſay, 'Tis Reaſon and Religion 
to caſt off all ſubmiſſion to Political, either Civil or Ec- 
clefiaſtical Laws eſpecially intheir Poenal determina- 
tions: Pretending, That meeknelſs and mildneſs of dif- 
polition that is required, and tha liberty which is grant- 
ed by the Goſpel, is inconſiſtent with that rigour and 
exaction that is uſed in the execution of thoſe moſt whol- 
ſome Lays that are in force among us. 

Glad ſhould I be, if I might undeceive any that are 
run into this errour jn the midſt of us: but if I cannor 

undeceive 
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(3) 
undeceive others, I ſhall ſatisfie my ſelf, that others ſhall 

know I am ready to give an account of my perſwafion of 

that my yeelding ſubje&tion to Humane Ordinances, 

(even to thoſe that may oppoſe themſelves) with mild- 

neſs and godly fear, And as itis reaſonable for rne to do 

it, ſo it is ſeaſonable for you of this ſolemn Aſſembly to 

receive it ; who are met about the execution of Laws and 

Penalties, and urging ſubjeRion unto them, And (ure 

it cannot be improper to urge not onely the lawfulnelſs, 

but the neceflity and proficableneſs of the work z that 
ſo with faithfulneſs, watchfulneſs, and chearfulneſs, you 

may go about the defigned employment ; when the un- 

dertaking is not onely out of policy, barely for peace and 

advantage, or convenience, but in piety, and for conſci- 

ence ſake ; when either St, Peter was no Apoſtle, or elſe 
this is undoubtedly the will of God , That we are to [ub- 
mit to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, 

The Text is an Exhortation of St, Peters to the (cat- 
tered believing Jews, that they would be ſubje& to Go- 
vernment, And ſure if it were their duty they to be ſub- 
je to the Laws of Heathens, it is much more ours wow 
to be ſubje& to the Laws of Chriſtian Governours, Be 
it agreed upon then, 'ris our concern to regard the Ex- 
hortation ; and then three things are obſervable, 

I, Note the condition, or part, or manner of Govern- 
ment the Apoſtle would have us ſubje& to; *tis moy 
erVewmvn xm, to every Ordinance of man. 

2, Obſerve the manner of ſubjection we are to pay ; 
tis not vumzxve7z, lend an ear onely , but var/mr, ſub- 
mt; not to be done paſſively onely, but aftively ; nor 
onely your wills, but your judgements, if the matter of 
the thing be indifferent : Submit your ſelves, 

3. Obſerve the reaſon of the ſubmiſhon of che =— 

an, 


(4) 


ſtian, the Obligation of Humane Ordinances: the Or- 
dinances may be Humane, yer their Authority and Obli- 
gation is Divine: for ſubmiſhon muſt be given to Hu- 
mane Ordinances, for the Lords ſake, 

Weare to begin with the firſt part ; we are to obſerve 
the condition, the manner of Government the Chriſtian 
is not to neglect, but muſt be ſubject ro : 'ris azo, &c, 
To every Ordinance of man. 

Km: ſignifies originally Creation or Creature, and 
when indefinitely taken, it imports 0rdinatam compar 
gem;and ſo includes the order of Creatures in the World, 
and is aptly tranſlated to that order of rational Creatures 
in humane Societies, For as it is in the Body of Crea- 
tures in the Creation, ſo ſhould it be in Political Bodies 
among Men ; every one ought to becontented in thar 
order Gods Providence hath ſer them in : The Superiour 
to rule over the lnferiour withour inſulting , and the In- 
{criour to be ſubje& ro the Superiour without murmur- 
ing ; Whether to the King as ſupreme, &C, 

But I like it better with our Tranſlators, that the word 
Kmor; ſhould be taken to note thipgs rather then perſons ;, 
and to fignifie not onely Governouy , but Government : 
And ſo Knee, i, e, G&« x; mailes , and fignifies a diſ- 
poſition of that Civil Government which is eſtabliſhed 
amidſt a People, And ſo Luther tranſlates it, Omni hu- 
mano ſtatuto , to every humane Statute: for Creayre &* 
ſtatuere idem, So the Governours Statutes may be ſaid 
to be the Governours Creatures : Not onely then to the 
Creator, but the Creature z not Statuter, but Statute ; 
not Ordainer , but the Ordinance, the Chriſtian if he 
will be ruled by St, Peter , muſt yeild ſubmiſhon to: To 

every Humane Ordinance, &c. 

Now a Law or Ordinance is , Reewla direfFiva huma- 
norium 


(5) 


norum attuum 44 bonum Commune obligans ad id quod re- 
ffum, A Ruledirective of Humane Actions obliging ty 
what is right, tending to the publick good where publ:th- 
ed and impoſed : And (o the Laws publiſhed by the Ma- 
giſtrate, are far mote obliging when 1mpoſed , then bare 
Swaftons or Monitions when propoſed by the Chriſtian 
Brother ; and the tran{grefſion or negle& more inexcule- 
able, when the malice of the Offendour by the publica- 
tion 15 intended ; and the Tranigreſſour diſcovers his ob- 
ſtinacy and impudence, when knowingly and deliberately 
he ſins coxtra tnſtans preceptum , againſt intimation of a 
preſent Command, and ſoruns not onely ſimplex malum, 
ſed malum vetitum Committere, 

Now of Laws and Ordinances there be two ſorts, as 
it's plain from chat Government that was managed by 
Moſes, even of God himſelf, who undertook to be Kiny 
and Ruler over 1ſracl, Some Lays were Natural, that 
have intrinſece vim obligatoriam,as the MoralCommand- 
ments from their own equity have an obliging vertue, it 
there had been no publick Poſition or Conſticution ot 
them by God himſelt ; andin themſelves things of their 
own nature to evety ordinary reaſon would have appeat- 
ed either good or bad , and would have been followed or 
avoided,as approved or diſallowed of the God ot Nature, 
if he had neither commanded nor totbidden them. 

Now beſides the Ten Words God gave to Facob, 
there were ſome Statutes and Ordinances which he gave 
to 1(ratl ; (ome Voluntary Laws, ſome Ceremonial,tome 
Judicial z things enjoyned, that of their own nature were 
neither good nor bac, but Precipicrdo debita, vetando Dews 
zllicita _ Gods Authority being uncontroulable, and 
his Wildome unqueltionable, they were to be followed ot 
avoided as moſt convenient for the weltare of that peopie 
in that preſent condition, B Whar 
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What was naturally intrinſecally lawful , was un- 
changeably and univerſally binding : Chriſt came not zo 
deſtroy that Law, but to fulfilit, Heaven and Earth may 
paſs away , but not one tittle of that Law was to paſs away, 
but ought to be fulfilled, What was poſitive, particular 
and voluntary , was mutable and changeable ,; and theſe 
have had their period , ſome of them at Chriſts paſſion, 
more of them at the difſoution of the Nation, 

Now as it was with God and his 1ſracl , ſo is it with 
vodly Rulers and their People: There are certain Rules 
and Statutes rationally agreed upon and publiſhed, as the 
moſt juſt and beſt Dire&ions conducing moſt to the good 
of che Community where divulged, Among which, 
ſomeare natural, that of their own nature are intrinſecally 
good, and have an obliging vertue, and would be binding 
as Laws of God, it no Poſition, it no Conſtitution from 
Man, ſuch as are neceſſary indiſpenſable : neither are 
they to be abrogated or null'd by Man , that cannot be 
made unjuſt by God himſelf, 

But other Laws are Poſitive and Voluntary , which 
have their Poſition from Man onely, and {o may be called 
Humane Ordinances, Laws of convenience, {uch Conſti- 
cutions as are eſtabliſhed upon deliberation as moſt conve- 
nier*, pro hic &# nunc, inthe judgement of the moſt grave 
and fober Perſons, for the good of the Community 
wherein they live, And ſufficit Ratio Umiverſalis, 
and we are to abide by itz that athing ſuitable, andin 
re2fon rending moſt to the advantage of the Society, 
(z2uld be eſtabliſhed and beobliging, Yet ſuch Conſt;- 
tions as thev had their original and cſtabliſhment from 
tereaſon of the {ſupreme Magiſtrate, conſulting for con- 
rentence & the good of ſociety; ſo the condition of things 
<3 ſtare altering, upon their burthen and inconvenience, 
fjuch 


(7) 
ſuch Conſtitutions by the ſame Anthority that eſtabliſh- 
ed, may be altered, (uſpended, abrogated, and taken quit® 
away z and yet till repealed, even theſe Statutes are bind” 
ing to private perſons , it they will ſubmit to St Peter's 
direction, who are to (ubmit to every, &c. And (ſuch 
Laws have we, Poſitive Laws, Humane Ordinances, 
Conſtitutions for convenience eſt2blithed among us, ſuch 
aS are our Rules about ſome Days, Meats, Veliments,and 
ſome Ceremonies,and ſome external viſible Geſtures and 
Deportments, ſome 1 ſay adviſedly, not all: for certainly 
ſome Ceremonies and ſome Geſtures are not indifferent, 
but neceſlary, and in reaſon the rational Creature cannor 
decline them z and we cannot be ignorant of their devi- 
ces, who would bring a diſ-repute upon, and an oppoſiti- 
on unto the Government eſtabliſhed , by making a fair 
ſhew of peaceable diſpofitions , perſwading that there 
might be no difference about trifles, circumſtances,need- 
leſs and empty Ceremonies; and yet when obſerved, 
under theſe pretences ſtrike at Set Forms of Prayer, all 
Uniformity in Devotion , all Vocal Conteſhons united, 

all Bodily Proſtration or Adoration, which are things 

neceſlary in all publick Congregations , for maintaining 
that ſociety that becomes Saints , and that communion 
that is fit for Chriſtians, For 'tis not onely meet we 
ſhould have ſuitable affetions ot fear, and love, and re- 
verence, and confidence to that ſupreme Being whom we 
muſt worſhip , but there ought to be indication and at- 
reſtation of thoſe affe&ions, to the exciting and quick- 
ning others ; which muſt be either by words or actions, 
and geſtures of the body, there being no other way in the 
ſtate weare in of communicating our intentions, 

Bur yet Rules there be , as 1 (aid before, in Eccleſi- 
aſtical matters that are Poſitive and Humane ; as about 

B 3 moſt 
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(8) 
moſt of our Days, Meats, Veſtments, and Ceremonies. 
Such there be in Civil Matters alſo, as Conſtitution of 
Officers of rhis or that condition , paying of Tribute or 
Taxes to this or that proportion, manner of Vengeance, 
or meaſure of Penalties tor this or that tranſgrefſion : al} 
theſe, as'tis confeſled, are Humane and Voluntary, had 
their original and riſe trom the Rulers diſfcretion,and from 
him again upon inconvenience may have their period and 
determination, Yet theſe are all binding , yea the Pe- 
nalties alſo now eſtabliſhed by a poſitive Law , as long as 
not contrary to a natural Law , and to theſe, though bur 
Humane Ordinances , the Chriſtian ought to pay ſub- 
jection, 

I confiderately made mention of Penalties, becauſe 
{ome if they had their minds, under a colour of meeknefs 
and moderation, would have all the Penalties determined 
upon the breach of every poſitive Law , and ſome natu- 
ral ones, if not reſcinded, yet atleaſt ſuſpended, But that 
Puniſhment ſhould be inflited upon the Offendour,that's 
Natural, that's Divine, though the conſtitution of the 
meaſure of the Puniſhment be Humane : For God in the 
beginning did determine that the Offtendour ſhould ſuffer; 
and the chief duty of the Rulers by Gods appointment is 
to execute Vengeance; and the Sword is given him not 
as an empty Badge of Honour, for a ſhevv, or tor faſhion, 
tor ornament, but tor employment, for uſe, not in vain, 
but for a terrour to them that do evil , Rom, 13, It any 
thing happens by tranſgrefſion that is over grievous to 
the Tranivrefſour, let him blame himſelt , when ſua vo- 
'untate ſe eblizat ad panam , The puniſhment happens 
irom his own election: For when Laws were agreed up- 
on ſoberly and deliberately , when publifhed openly as 
moſt convenient z no man chuſeth the tranſereſſion, but 
chuſcrh\ 


(9) 


chuſeth the puniſhment : He knew the danger and ran 
into it ; His blood be upon his own head, 

True indeed, we ought not to mock at Calamity , or 
rejoyce when an Enemy falleth : Vengeance ought nor 
to be the Godly Mans choice, which is nor rhe delight 
of God himſelt , and 'tis not agreeable with the nature 
of Man, Dolore qua dolor ſatiari, to make himſelf plea- 
ſure at the rorment of his Neighbour, Yet it is reaſon- 
able and juſt the Maletaor ſhould be puniſhed, and that 
Tribulation and Wrath ſhould come on him that works 
Unrighteouſneſs : And certainly they have as lictle Cha- 
rity as Reaſon, that blaſpheme him as malicious or miſ- 
chievous, that accuſeth or puniſherh the Rebellious or 
Injurious, 

1, For Puniſhments as to the MaletaQtors prove but 
like bitter unpleaſing Potions , that work ſtrongly for 
ſucceeding health ; and their Bodies are deſtroyed thac 
their Souls may be ſaved, 

2, Toputa period to Malefactors wickedneſs, 2r quo 
no modo poſſunt deſinant eſſe malt , Sen, That they who 
would not learn to be good, may at laſt be reſtrained, and 
ceaſe todo evil, 

3. Thatothers may be affrighted , for Panaad unum 
metus ad omnes , that the whole Congregation may hear 
and tear, and ſo by that means be reſtrained, 

4. Thar the Righteous may be preſerved ; which 
cannot be but by Coertions and Reſtraints upon the 
Wicked, keeping them in tear of puniſhment , when 
Inter tot ſupplicaa vix ſontium ſatis tutainnocentia;, when 
Innocence it (elf can ſcarcely be fate, and is never ſecure 
amidſt all che Puniſhments And to ſuſpend Penalties, 
is the way to make the Ruler comtemned, the Law re- 
proacked and lighted , the way to make the heart "a 
the 
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(10) 
the Righteous taint , and the hands of the Wicked 
ſtrengthned, 

Upon theſe and other Reaſons ſome dare not deny all 
Penalties, but would have them inflfted onely tor breach 
of Natural and Moral Laws , not at all tor breach of Po- 
ſitive or Humane, 

But I would have Difſenters in this point conſider,that 
that cannot be unlawful in probability, if done in the Go- 
vernment of men, which was ſo oft done and practiſed 
by God himſelf in his dealings and aftings amidſt the 
Government ot his choſen people, And it may very 
ealily be made appear upon a little obſervation , thar 
where God hath moſt clearly maniteſted his care to Per- 
ſons or People,that there he required obedience not one- 
ly to things intrinſecally in their own nature good, but 
to thoſe things that in themſelves were indiffetent, when 
once commanded : in that he did not onely take Ven- 
geance on them that deſpiſed his Moral Precepts , but 
executed it moſt ſeverely on them that tranſgrefled his 
Poſitive Commands, Thus he mol}, ſeverely puniſhed 
our firſt Parents tor eating the forbidden fruit z Achan tor 
touching the unclean thing ; Saul for ſparing Agag alive, 
and ſaving the beſt of the prey ; the Prophet tor eating 
bread in the other Prophets houſe ; Lot's Wite for look- 
ing back, Thus the ſevereſt Judgements have always 
gages upon thoſe that tranſgreſled Gods poſitive Com- 
mands, : 

And how otherwiſe? Certainly upon good reaſon 
this was done : For when God will maintain his Preroga- 
tive, and is tender of his Honour ; How could he hold 
himguiltleſs that would deſpiſe his Authority command- 
ing, {uſpe& his Goodneſs or Wiſdome, or both, dire- 
ing, and ſeeks himſelf and his profit more then obedience 
ro 


(11) 
to his God ? For, Obedientiain tis que parva ſunt exple- 
ratins probatur , In doing thoſe leaſt things we give dil- 
covery of our greateſt obedience z when we bring our 
Reaſon under our Faith , and ſilence our diſputing with 
ready obeying. 

But when perſons ſhall obey God in thoſe things one- 
ly they conceive reaſonable , or think them profitable - 
onely then when the nature of the thing requueth it, and 
their own intereſt or advantage is concerned certainly 
in ſuch obedience it may be ſafely concluded , that ſuch 
perſons offend rather then do what is acceptable ; when 
chings are done by them with greater reſpe& to pleaſe 
rhemſelves, then out of reverence to pleaſe their God. 
Aad theſe tran(greſſions which have been ſo great offen- 
ces againſt God, muſt needs be alſo when againſt his De- 
puties, even the neglect and breach of poſitive Laws, 

I, For by this means perſons diſcover their diſtruſt 
of the Providence of God, asif he had deſerted the care 
ot his own Ordinance of Magiſtracy, and had not ſet Ru- 
lers over people for 200d z when God who paſſeth by, and 
we ſee him not , it any where, is tobe found fanding in 
the Congregation of the Princes , and ſits and judgeth a- 
mong the gods : And by whom Kings reign, by him 
Princes decree juſtice, 

2, By this means the Authority of the Ruler is made 
| vile and deſpicable, an4 his Wildome undervalued as 
| contemptible 5 and others by thy difobedience are 
prompted to harbour low concetts ot their Governours, 
- and torun with thee into che like diſorder and miſcarri- 
age, For what greater injury canſt thou put upon thy 
careful Governour, then when his Contrivances and 
Determinations are publiſhed for publick good, that his. 
Directions thould be contemned , and by thy Rebellion 
thas 
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(12) 
that thou ſhouldſt ſuggeſt to others, (what our diſorderly 
Nature is too ready to ſuſpe&t ) That their Rules are the 
Reſults of erroneous and corrupt men ? which ought to 
be looked upon as the Determinations of a Sacred Au- 
thority, derived from a moſt wiſe an juſt Gop, 

3. By this means there is opened a gap tolet in all dij- 
order, and nothing bur dilquier, contention and conful1- 
on is like to be found in the malt of a people, For when 
perſons think meanly of their Rulers, and cannot in ho- 
nour eſteem them, nor think them better then them- 
ſelves; when they once idolize their own fancy, abound 
in their own ſenſe, and are wiſe in their own judgement, 
what can happen bur as it did when there was no King in 
Iſrael ? Every one will do what is right in his own eyes . 
and being impatient of any Judge to reſtrain or limit 
them, what can the iſſue be, bur pride , unyeelding-. 
neſs, contention, diviſion , coniution, and every evil 
work 2 

4. By this means the Morality of the fifth Com- 
mandment is quite deſtroyed, and perions would be obli- 
ged tonothing by it but what is Ceremonious ; as1t the 
honour there injoyned did tie us onely toa formal (which 
oft is feigned) reſpect tothe perſons, and noregard to be 
had to the Commands of our Governours : When no 
ſuch diſcovery can be of love, as ſervice, nor of honour to 
our Superiours, as obedience to their commands: Nei- 
ther can obedience to the Rulers be any way ſo well evi- 
denced as in obedience to the commands of this nature, 
viz, to Humane Ordinances, For if the matter be un- 
lawful that is injoyned by our Ruler, then with the three 
Children, be not careful to anſwer in that matter z, it is 
better to obey God then man, It the thing be profitable, 


thou ſervelt thy own turn, thy own intereſt rather chen 
obeyeſt 


(13) 
obeyeſt thy Ruler: Tt the thing be intrinſecally juſt, 
thou art obliged ro do that , although not enjoyned it, 
So the truth is, the Rulers Authority and Subjects ſin- 
cere SubjeRion , is chiefly to be ſeen by ſubmiſſion to 
thoſe Commands which enjoyn things that of their own 
nature are indifferent, and where neither the nature of the 
thing, nor the Subjects reaſon nor profit is convincing, 
nor any other by-reſpe& induceth him to the obedience. 
So that in ſum, O Chriſtian, thy ſubmiſſion ro Humane 
Ordinances , (as much as thou lighteſt them) is the 
Cteareſt evidence of thy ſubjeRion to the Higher Powers, 
which is undoubtedly the will of Chriſt, 

Let theſe ſuffice then for the unfolding of the manner 
of the Government that the Apoſtle would have Belie- 
vers to be (ubje& to, viz, to Humane Ordinances z not 
onely natural, but poſitive Laws, agreed upon and con- 
ſtituted in wiſdome for convenience and benefit of the 
Publick, and not onely that the Laws enjoyned be obſer- 
ved, but Penalties determined, and in the meaſure agreed 
upon be juſtly infl;ted upon the Tranſgreſlour, it being 
a Humane Ordinance, 

We come now to the ſecond part , to conſider the 
manner of ſubje&ion the Believer is to yeeld to Humane 
Ordinances, as tis to be gathered from the word war - 
gm, Be ye ſo ſabjef# as to [ſubmit your ſelves, 


Part 2, You ſee it was our Tranſlators ſenſe that the 
word v2: be taken in the ative ſignification: A 
Negative Obedience will not be ſufficient, if we will ful- 
fil St, Peter's mind , that perſons do not rebel, do not re- 
{iſt, do not oppoſe, do not murmur, ( though I fear all 
are not (© far ſubject) yet 'tis plain this is not enough, if 
we mind what our Apoſtle — for the word imports 
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(14) 
an orderly ſubjetion , and implies a reverence of the 
heart, as one of our own Criticks obſerves , that Belie- 
vers put their necks under the yoke, not onely patiently, 
but willingly ; not be ſubjeZFed, but ſubmit, and ſubject 
your ſelves , voluntanly , poſitively , of choice z not 
paſsively, but afFively, Abct's ſubjeEtion was to be in- 
rentional , affectionate z not onely external or formal, 
his deſires {| muſt ] be toward him, though by Gods 
conſtitution a Cain [ ſhculd] rule over him, And 'twas 
mon .cyn , every [owl was to be fubject , though a Nero 
{ate in the Throne, And as Servants to their Maſters. 
ſo are Subjects ro pay reſpects to their Rulers lawtul 
Commands, Epheſ, 6, 6. With ſinglene(s of heart doins 
the will of God [rom the heart , with good will doing [er- 
wice as to Ged, and not to man, | contels theretore 1 
think their expreſſions as far diſtant from Reaſon,as their 
intentions from Loyalty, who to excule themſelves from 
the juſt impucation of Rebellion, ſhall pretend their paſ- 
ſive obedience; asif they could ſatisfie the intent of the 
Lawgiver , or the Law, by undergoing the penalties : 
certainly the inflifting Penalty is accidental to the Rulers 
deſigne, who being {et over the people for good , with 
care contriveth Rules , eftabliſhech chem and publiſh- 
eth them , not for a ſnare to _ his Subjects to vexa- 
tion and penance, but to help on their peace and comtort, 
moſt likely and probably to be «ffeCted by their contor- 
mity and obedience. Sure Laws were never en2Red and 
promulg'd tor this end, to be {lighted and contemned,, 
bur to be obſerved and obeyed, To be paſſive tor neg- 
lect of lawful Commands, and yet be obedient to the 
ſame Commands, theſe are inconfiſtent, they are impoſ- 
fible : It thou wilt be pailive, thou art not obedient ; and 
if chou woulaſt be obedient, thou ſhouldſt not be paſſive. 


Talk 


(15) 

Talk no more then of thy Sufferings for thy Non- 
conformity to the Law , which are but evidences of thy 

Tranſgreflions ; thou glorieſt now in thy ſhame, and by 
theſe words condemneſt thy ſelf ; when all the ſpots and 
wonnds of this nature that are given to thee or thy E- 
ſtate, be as ſo many tokens by the order of Heaven ap- 
pearing , to give warning to others to avoid thy ſociety, 
there being {uch evident ſignes ſeen without, ot an Inte- 
&ion that 1s raging within ; when in plain terms, thy 
paſſive ſubmiſſion , as thou calleſt it , or obedience, is a 
clear {igne of thy wiltul Rebellion, and intended diſobe- 
dience, And when nothing is good or bad but what is 
elective or voluntary, if thy Reaſon benot quite loſt, ar 
laſt judge, and conſider what ſatisfa&tion thy ſuffering 

can vive to God, thy Neighbour, or thy felt, when thy 

ſuffering is involuntary and againſt thy will , and thy 

tranſereſſion is voluntary, elective, and with thy will , 

and thy eaſe, and quiet, and profit,are not ſo dear to thee 

as thy diſobedience. 

It therefore thou wouldſt be ſubje& , as the Apoſtle 
dire&s, it's not thy paſſion, but thy ation ; not the of- 
tering of thy eſtate , but thy ſelf ; not what's withour, 
but within, that will pleaſe God and his Deputy. Not 
ſacrificing thy treaſure, obedience is tar better then onely 
ſuch ſacrifice : ſuch a ſeeming complyance in a tender of 
externals to the Lords Chriſt, may be found in the midſt 
of his enemies. But his people ſhall be willing in the day 
of his power , they will regard not onely to fear and reve- 
rence the perſons of their Chriſtian Governours, but they 
will be ready to keep and obſerve their Laws; and not 
onely negatively , but poſitively ; nor onely teignedly, 
but ex duyyc,uil wroins* ex animoy(incerely,affetionate- 
ly, ſubmitting not onely what is thcirs, but themſelves, 
C 2 Neithet 
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Neither is this all the ſubmiſſion the Believer is to pay 
by the direction of our Apoſtle, when he requires us to 
ſubmit our ſelves: for I hope our will, the apperitive 
part, is not , or ſhould not be all our ſelves, the intelle- 
Rive part, our judgement, our reaſon, 1s the beſt part of 
our ſelves ; and we have loſt our ſelves it we leave our 
that: Not onely then our wills and afte&ions, but our 
judgements and our reaſons are all to ſtoop, to yeeld the 
ſubjecion that is required to the Conſtitutions and Rules 
of our Governowrs, So if the thing be of a middleand 
indifferent nature , and then it the Ruler enjoyn the one 
fide, and thy judgement ſhould incline thee to the other, 
thou art to lay aſide thy own judgement, and abide and 
ſit down by the determination of thy Ruler : elſe with 
Peter , we will many times out of too much ſelfiſhneſs, 
as ſavouring ot worldly wiſdome, and relithing of things 
of man, croſs the beſt of the counſels and diſpoſiti- 
ons of God, And certainly it's one of the moſt ne- 
ceſſary Leſſons that Chriſts Diſciples ought firſt to leary, 
not onely for things of faith, but matters of peace, to de- 
ny themſelves, to lay afide their own judgements, or elſe 
they will hardly take up their croſſes and follow Chriſt, 
Yea, good it is not to-be overwile in doing our buſi- 
neſs, but to think ſober]y of our ſelves in doubrful mat- 
rers, committing our caſe to God, and truſt his Provi- 
dence in ordering, who knows what is beſt tor us, and will 
keep usin his ways: for weare (o ſhort-ſighted , as we 
cannot diſcover whether this be worſe then that, In 
determination therefore of indifferent things , it will be 
fate in humility of mind to lay afide our own judgements, 
and toabide by the Conſtitutions of our Rules, and to 
ſubmit to their Ordinances as the Diſpoſition of the Al- 
mighty, who judgerh among the gods , and hath the _ 
ers 


(17) 
lers heads and hearts in his own hand, ſo as their Conſtj- 
eutions are to be looked upon as the Ordinances of God z 
and 25 to their Maſters, even ſo would our Apoſtle have 
Believers ſubmit to Governours Commands , not onely 
thoſe that are g00d and pleaſing 5 but us THOALAS, the 
harſh and unpleafing , if not unlawful , what may croſs, 
be above,yea contrary to our reaſon: for we are to ſubmit 
our ſelves, VC, 

In ſum, The raanner of thy ſubjeion ( O Believer) 
ought ſoto be given to thy Ruler, as thou ſubmitreſt nor 
onely negatively , bur poſitively ; not barely pafſively, 
but actively, not teignedly, formally, bur ſincerely, af- 
fetionately : Nor is thy will to be ſubject onely, bur thy 
judgement, thy reaſon; tor thou art to ſubmt thy ſelf, 
and all for the Lords ſake : ſo though the Ordinance be 
Humane, yet the Authority and Obligingneſs is Divine, 
when ſubmiſkon muſt be given for the Lords ſake, 


Part 3, For the Loras ſake, I know ſome make this 
tobe the limitation of the Believers ſubmiſſion, and ir is 
cood to take it (oz not in all things abſolutely promiſ- 
cuouſly,bur in omnibus que Deo placent, Inferior; poteſtati 
non-eft obediendum contra preceptum Superioris, Aquin, 
Soare we to ſubmit to the Commands of Ruling Men,as 
we do not contradi the Laws of the Supreme God, who 
is to Rule over all, Per omnia nbi Dominus carnis Domi- 
no $pirituum contraria non imperat, Jerom, Inall things 
whereſthe Maſters of our Fleth do not command things 
contrary to the Lord of Spirits. How ſhall we do this thing 
aud ſin before God * What we do1, we-mult do. for the 
Lords [ake, 

Others take it to note the aim and intention the Be- 
levers have in their ſubmiſſion; not for aay felfi{h _ 
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but for Gods glory z for the Lords ſake, But I rather 
take it for the reaſon of the Injunction, 

1, Becauſe the Powers that are, ave ordained of God : 
Rulers are his Miniſters ; and he that gave the Rule to 
the beloved Titus , gave it tothe hated Domitiax ; he 
that gave it to Orthodox Conſtantive, gaveit alſo to the 
Apoſtate Fwulian : And Natural men, though they have 
no ſupernatural Graces intuſed , yet may have Natural 
gifts imparted to them, that out of reaſon they will not 
cranſgre(s, but detend the Natural Law, and may be the 
preſervers of righteouſne(s in their generation : ſo who 
lo deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man but God ; tor Gods (ake 
ordering Governours we are to ({ubrr it. 

2, God not onely ordereth the Governours, but the 
Government: for he fits Prince chiet among the Gods, 
and by him. Princes decrec juſtice, He informs Princes 
after his will, and teacheth Senators wiſdome, He 
then that reſiſteth the Ordinance ot man, refiſteth thar 
which ought to be louked upon as the Ordinance of 
God, 

3. Propter Dominum, for the Lords ſake commanding : 
for we are to render to all their due, to Ceſar what is Cx- 
ſars , and not onely to reverence the Perſons, but regard 
the Commands of our Rulers, if not unjuſt : For this is 
the will of God, veil, 15, 

4. Propter Dominum, for the Loyds ſake: that is, to 
be honoured for the honour of Chriſt and Chrikian Re- 
ligion, that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, ver, 12, as 
evil-aoers , they may ſeeing your good works glorifie God in 
the day of viſitation : And with thus well-doing, you may 
put to ſilence, &c, Fleſhly Luſts diſhonour Profeſſion 
now, more then Pride, and Wrath, and Envy, which 
bring forth Diviſion, Sedition, and Rebellion : Foy Gods 
[ake, 


| 
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; | ſake, thathe may be honoured, pay your ſubjetlon, &c. 


Submit, 

5, For Gods ſake, for fear of God avenging and puniſh- 
ing : Foy they who reſiſt, receive to themſeves Damnation, 

1, From the Ruler , who is Gods Miniſter , and will 
paſs ſentence againſt (uch diſobedience. 

2, From his own Conſcience, who offers that to the 
Ruler he would not permit tobe offered to himſelf in his 
own Family, 

3. The Damnation being indefinite, muſt include, as 
& Lapide hath it, Tum ab ip[a poteſtate tempor ariam,tum ab 
ipſo Deo eternam condemnationem, For if Rebellion ſhould 
prove proſperous, and perſons eſcape the hand of Men, 
yet how will they eſcape the hand of Gods Andit 
they that obey rightly thall of che Lord receive the re- 
ward of inheritance, (ure they that rebel ſhall receive the 
juſt recompence ot their diſobedience, Shall not the 
Fudge of all the earth do right? Gen. 28. 25. 

In fine , the meaning ot the Apoſtle muſt be this: Tt 
any reſpect to the Order, to the Ordinance, to the Com- 
mand of God ; It any tender regard ro honour Chriſt 
and our Protefhon ;, .If any. fear of the Wrath and the 
ſucceeding Vengeance of the Almighrey , Chriſtians are 
to ſubje not onely their wills, bur cheir judgements ; 
not onely to Rules natural and neceflary, but thoſe that 
are poſitve and humane , Laws made by Governours, 
and conſtituted for convenience, it not unlawtul: and 
though ſuch Rules be Humane, yer cheir Obligation is 
to be accounted Divine z For we are to ſubmit 19 every 
Ordinance of man fi or the Lords {ake, 


And now what have I done? How many have chis 
day made my Enemies tor ſpeaking the Truth © And 


I . 
while 


(-:0) 


while the Zeal of Equity , and Righteouſneſs , andof | 


juſt Obedience is eating me up, I may look even for this, 
chat ſome may ſpeak evil of me inthe gate, and there- 
proaches of them that are given to Sedition , may fall 
upon me. And certainly it I would have had reſpe& to 
the favour of men, I ſhould have pleaded this day for In- 
dulgence, for Toleration, for Diſpenſation of all Poſi- 
tive Laws, at leaſt for ſuſpenſion of their Penalty , and 
not earneſtly have urged obedience and ſubmiſſion to the 
Ordinances of men, bur that I never yet feared the face 
of man, having committed = cauſe to God : neither 
durſt I partially flatter, or by ſilence countenance any in 
their oppoſition or negle> ot that ſubjetion which muſt 
be yeelded for the Lords ſake, Yet there was never more 
lovepretended to the Prince then in our days, and never 
leſs reſpe& unto his Laws ; perſons ſhewing with what 
ſpirit they are poſſeſſed, when they break almoſt all 
the bonds of Humane Laws aſunder , and caſt away all 
thoſe cords from them. And in thoſe that are not quite 
broken , O how ſtretched ! how diſtorted ! One Hu- 
mour pulling the Ligament one way , another the other 
way; and every Member is diſtracted , and full of Con- 
vulſion-fics ; ſono wonder if the head be fick, the heart 
be faint, and the whole body be full of pain, But cer- 
tainly ſoit is, ſcarce any regard our reports z, and either 
St, Peter was no Apoſtle, or the Text hath not been 
rightly expounded, or elſe there hath been, and is too 
roo much wilful Diſorder'in the Nation, 
I know what the Diſſenter pleads, 1 honour my Prince, 
T love and reverence his Perſon, I pay him Tribute willine- 
ly, but for ſome Humane Ordinances , to them I cannot 
39 Conſcience ſubmit : Shall 1 not have the liberty of my 
Conſcience *® may not my Conſcience be free ? 
To 


(21) 

To which give me leave to reply, That thy Profeſſion 
of thy love is empty and inſ1gnificant without thy obedi- 
ence as required: Probatio dileitions wy exhibituo operrs, 
ſervice is the cleareſt demonſtration of thy love; and if 
thou loveſt thy God or his Chriſt , thy love to either is 
to be evidenced by keeping their Commandments: And 
thy obedience to the Commands of things of a middle 
nature, is the cleareſt and moſt unqueſtionable obe- 
dence, 

And yet if we hearany thing from the Oppoſers , ir 
is a Plea of Conſcience, they dare not doany thing a- 
g4inſt their Conſcience, all theſe mens Aſceticks are a&t- 
ed in the liſts and bounds of Conſcience ; and this the 
cry, They exerciſe themſelves to keep a Conſcience void of 
offence toward God and toward man, And (o is the world 
filled with the noiſe, as a great part of jt hath loſt the 
thing Conſcience, For it perſons that palliate and excule 
their Diſſent and Diſorder with the cloak of Conſcience, 
had not laid aſide Reaſon, Religion,and Conſcience alſo, 
there could not be that diſtance and difference that is yer 
among us, Andit any<hat diſlents from us in the Obe- 
dience urged, be crept in among us, let him know (that 
if he will hear me with patience and withour prejudice) it 
do not makeit appear, that in his not ſubmitting he hath 
no Conſcience; andif he hath a Conſcience, that he 
muſt ſubmit, I will curn his Proſelyte , vow my (elf in 
his Perſwaſton, and come over to his fide immediately, 

There is onely this to be done firſt, that we agree 
what Conſcience is, and we come to the point in hand 
inſtantly, 


And Conſcientia 8s concludens Scientia, a firm Con- 
claſion, a ſettled Fudgement, a fixed Determination 
D of 
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of the Intelleftive Part, from a certain infallible 
Rule, from which we infer, aſſume, apply to our [elves 
the Morality of our Attion, and determine of the 
ſubſequent iſſne accordingly, 


So Conſcience is dothing elſe but Syllogiſmus Pratfi- 
cus , a Praftical Syllogiſm ; in which the Major part of 
Conſcience is called Zu-mpna:.* in the Major , the Un- 
derſtanding lays down the Rule , the Revealed Will, or 
the Natural Law of God, Where Conſcienge is, there 
IS Swrinpnos 15) ErmAyy T4 Ocs , the keeping together 
the Commands of God, 

[n reſpe& of the Minor , Conſcience may be called 
Suc<302-* for the Intelle&ive part caſts one look on the 
Rule, another on our ſelves and a&tjons, and applieth ro 
our ſelves from our agreeing or diſagreeing the goodneſs 
or badneſs of our fa&t , and fo 'tisa Witnels, 

In reſpect of the Concluſion, it's well called K2or* _ 
There it plays the part'of a Judge z for having obſerved 
either our conformity or diſagreeing with the Rule, then 
the IntelleQive part paſleth a trite ſentence, and acquits 
or condemns accordingly, 

So then this is to be agreed on firſt, That Lex Dez ſ6- 
lum oblizcat Conſcientiam hominis, The Conſcience of a 
man 1s to be ruled by the Law of God, So no example 
or practice of the moſt retired mortified men , can be a 

Rule for thy Conſcience z the moſt devour of men are 
not to be lords of our Faith , who at beſt are bur helpers 
of our Joy: Infallibility 1s not be granted to any particular 
man, whlichis not to be granted to any particular Church 
of Chriſt: Neither can Conſcience be made up ſoundly 
trom the practice of a fallible man, but from the diate 
of an 1njallibls God, So that is not to be called Con- 
{cience. 


(23) 
(cience that is grounded on the examples of godly religi- 
ous men, Nor is that Conſcience that hath onely for- 
mer reſolutions for its Rule z for wiltul obſtinacy , rena- 
ciouſneſs of purpoſe, cannot be a part of Conlcience, 
which is not in the appetitive part at all: norcan hu- 
mour, animoſity, a ſ{uddain precipitate ingaging , be 
juſtified by a Plea of Conſcience , when there muſt be 
Z»y4nna , Conſcience cannot be without Delibera- 
tion: Nor can Deliberation without applying or De- 
termination be called Conſcience; for while the Under- 
{ſtanding 1s fluctuating, and queſtioning, and inquiring, 
it may be in tendency to it , it 1s not yet to be called 
Conſcience till determined, of 

An here again they ſeem as far from Reaſon 1n their 
Expreſſions, as from Obecience in their Actions, that 
call out for Liberty of Conſcience, May mot my Con- 
(cience be free? And they would make the doubr- 
inz reaſon againſt the undoubted Command of the Su- 
periour in things indifferent , to be the weak Con- 
icience : bur where liberty or doubting is, there can 
be no Determination ot the thing doubted ; and 
where no Determination , there can be no Con- 
{cience, 

Neither can any Plea of Conſcience juſtifie any A- 
&ion or Undertaking that is unlawful ; when Conſci- 
ence, which is but a Witneſs to a Rule, can be no more 
thena ſubordinate Rule, neither can it give an abſ(o- 
lute Law , which muſt be determined by a Law , with- 
out which, it may be Humour, Animolity, Fancy, O- 
pinion, whatever it be, ſure enough it cannot be rightly 
called Conſcience, 

And therefore that perſons ſhould be conſtrained 
through Penalcies ro examine throughly the cauſe of 
2 their 
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their diſſenting Judgements, ( although it hath gotten 
through miſtake a repute of harſhneſs in the World) I 
know not why it ſhould ſeem unreaſonable: For if per- 
ſons will take up Reſolutions without , yea ſometimes 
againſt a Rule, I think 'tis a greater deal of Charity, 
and there is neceſſity to bring cthole by any means to a 
Rule, to bring them into the way of truth, who have ſo 
long erred and have been deceived, 

But be it agreed upon betwixt us , That Copſcience is 
a [ettled Determination of the Intelleetive Part , from 4 
certain Rule inferring the Morality of owr Attions , and 
concluding the iſſue accordingly, 

And now to our buſineſs in hand, That I or thou 
decline any thing in Conſcicnce that is commanded by 
a lawtul Authority , it muſt be becauſe the thing is un- 
lawtul : For neither I nor thou ought to do any thing 
unlawful z that we both abide by ; What therefore we 
decline that is enjoyned by lawful Authority , we can- 
not decline unleſs it be prohibited or forbidden by the 
Law of God, For if forbidden, then be xo: nt.” þ to 
an(wer ,, Vetitum eſt, is ſufficient, 

Bur if the thing be not forbidden, and fo not un- 
lawtul, though not commanded by God directly or im- 
mediarely, yet if enjoyned by lawful Authority , we 
muſt ſin againſt Conſcience in retuſing or declining, 
much more in oppoſing , when we ought to be ſubjetF 
0 Higher Powers, and to ſubmit, &c. to every Ordinance 
of man : And yet theſe Ordinances of men not binding 
as the Arbitrary Impoſttions ot fallible men , but as ha- 
ving their Authority and Obligingneſs from a ſuper- 
intending Command of an undeceiving God, who com- 
mands ſubje&tion to Higher Powers, which cannot be 
better demonſtrated then in things of this nature ; nor 
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is the Fifth Command better obſerved, as hath been 
proved ſufficiently, So there can be no juſtifiable de- 
clining or oppoſing the Superiours Command our of 
Conſcience, when the things declined are no ways un- 
lawful nor prohibited by the Word of God ; For where 
no Law , no Trangre(sion, 

But now on the contrary, if we have any Conſci- 
ence we muſt ſubmit z and there js juſt ground of our 
ſubmiſſion and conformity: For the thing being nor 
unlawful, and commanded by our Superjours, we are 
to ſubmit , not onely for fear of wrath , but for Con- 
ſcience ſake: Conſcience not {imply of the Command 
of man, but as the Command of God , who commands 
ſubjection, and that we ſubmit to every Ordinance of man 
for the Lords (ak, 

Yet the Difſenters oppoſe and complain of it as a 
oreat grievance, That adFions or things in their own na- 
twre indifferent , ſhould by an Impoſition be made neceſſary 
and determined; and this bemoan'd as a violence toten- 
der Conſciences, 

To which I muſt reply this, Todemand what hurt 
is it it things or actions of their own nature indifferent 
be determined? Thoſe things that were indifferent of 
their own nature might have been done or undone law- 
fully without tranſgreſſion before determined , but now 
determined, they are grievances and unlawful, 

Oh at laſt conſider, Hoy little thy Reaſon, how great 
thy Oppoſition co-all manner of Government © whenan 
action of its own nature indifferent, and (o conſequenti- 
ally lawful , ſhall be declined by thee as a thing unlaw- 
tul, onely becauſe a |awtul Authority hath enjoyned it, 

Again, that the indifference is taken away , it is not 
taken away for the nature of the thing, but tor che uſe of 
it, 
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it, it being determined in wiſdome, as then in that place 
being moſt convenient, Neither is it enjoyned that thou 
ſhouldſt believe thy obedience muſt be yeelded to ſuch 
Commands, as if they were abſolutely neceſlary ro Sal- 
vation , but as conveniently neceſlary tor Peace, to pre- 
ſerve Order, and prevent Contuſion, There is no que- 
{tion but (uch Conſtitutions are peculiar, temporary, and 
mutable ; yet the outward Power ſhall bind and limir 
thee for the outward A, bur it leaves thee free for thy 
Conlcience: Conſcience,l ſay,of the nature of the thing, 
not of the exerciſe of the At enjoyned, For thou arr 
bound to do as is commanded, zot onely for wrath, but for 
Conſcience [ake, who art commanded to ſubmit, ec. 

Again, If indifferent things, as thou icemeſt ro de- 
ſire, ſhould not be determined , what can be expected, 
trom the unyeeldingneſs of mens nature upon pre- 
rence of offence , but we muſt run into Schiſm and Di- 
vilions © 

For to inſtance in that thing which is betore our eyes, 
The Surplice inits ſelf is indifferent, whether worn or not 
worn ; be itletfr ſo, and no Injunction, and fee whart fol- 
lows: Thou art perſwaded in Divine Adminiſtration ir 
thould be forborn ; others with as much earneſtneſs, and 
more reaſon, urge it that it muſt be worn , it being de- 
cent and ſignificant, If 1 wear it, I offend one party ; 
if I wear it not, I offend another: it were good to be with- 
out offence , and to give none to either Few or Geptile ; 
but if this be left indifferent, of neceſſity ſome muſt be 
ſcandalized ; ſoas the Determination of the Governour 
in this caſe is neceſlary , that people by his judgement 
may abide quietly and live jn peace , who it left tothem- 
_ , would inevitably run into Contention and Con- 
tulion, 


Bur 
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But I may leave arguing , and we have reaſon enough 
God help us, to break out into Lamentation , and we 
may complain with Hilary, Our Faith fa&Za eſt fides tem- 
porum potins quam Evangeliorum periculoſum ac miſera- 
bile tot nun fides exiſtere quot voluntates ! Our Faithis 
become the Faith of the Times rather then the Faith of 
the Goſpels! and what is dangerous and lamentable, we 
have got as many Faiths as Wills,and Conſciencesas ob- 
ſtinate Reſolutions, And when Conſcience which oughr 
to be ſubordinate and under a Law, ſhall be accounted as 
a plea ſufficient to juſtifie any mans attempts or actions, 
without any reſpect to the abſolute Law , no wonder we 
[hould run headlong in multitudes into a lawlels liberty 
and licentiouſneſs, and into all manner of diſobedience, 
The Church of Exzland, admired and envied of all ſtran- 
gers, hath been like Foſeph, a very fruitful Bough ; bur 
the Archers have ſorely grieved her, and (hot at her, and 
feared not : Thoſe that have withdrawn themſelves into 
the Synagogue, are yet perſecuting them of the Church, 
and lay things to their charge they knew not of : For 
while they clamour againſt Superſtition among us, let 
thoſe that obſtinately will account things abſolutely un- 
lawtul, that of their own nature are indifferent, let chem 
ſoberly conſider whether they be not deeply guilty of 
Superſtition themſelves, 

But ſay what we can , the worſt of our Enemies are 
thoſe that have been of our own Houſhold , the Chil- 
dren of our Mother have fought againſt her, and they 
that have eat of her bread, have lift up their heels againſt 
her : And when thoſe that have been our Friends and 
Acquainrance (though without cauſe) ſtand thus atar off, 
no wonder it Strangers think ſome evil Diſeaſe cleaveth 
cloſe unto us, And tomake us more miſcrable . _ 
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hath befaln the Church , will certainly befal the State in 
all poſitive Laws, if Liberty and Toleration be granted, 
that with impunity perſons may perſiſt in their unreaſon- 
able and lawleſs Reſolutions , under the name of Con- 
ſcience, For Ztons (ake therefore I could not hold my 
peace, nor for Feauſalems ſake reſt, nor find quiet in my 
own (pirit , till I had offered publickly , what if it were 
ſoberly and without prejudice received , might make for 
the peace and quiet of the Nation, Suffer now bur one 
Word of Exhortion , that ſhall divide it ſelf into two 
branches, the firſt tending to thoſe that are Diflenters, 
the ſecond to thoſe that are concerned in the great buſt- 
neſs at hand, and I have done, 


For Diflenters, I humbly beg of them to think ſober- 
ly of themſelves, and not to be overwiſe in their own 
Eyes, but to truſt the ordering of Gods Providence, who 
trom the care he hath of his own Ordinance, is likely to 
dire& his Deputy in determinations moſt convenient, 1 
heartily crave they would abide contentedly in that ſtati- 
on God hath ſerthemin; and with a real humility that 
they would fit down quietly , though in the loweſt room, 
That they would ſuſpect their Conſciences as erroneous 
and to be reformed , when they ſee they are not to be 
brought under a ce:tain Law, That they would con- 
fider the Sacred Authority and Divine Obligingneſs 
of Humane Ordinances in matters indifferent, from a ſu- 
perintending binding Command of an infallible orderly 
God ; neither can any , upon a pretence of Conſcience, 
ſin againſt that Rule, and be excuſed, Let then the 
Authority of our Rulers, as of Gods Conſtitution, be un- 
controulable ; let their Wiſdome , as moſt probably to 
come from his Direion , be unqueſtionable z and we 

may 
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may hope theit Laws not barely as mans, but as Gods, 
may be kept inviolably, 

Yea, I beſeech you lay afide all contentious Humours, 
and let no more a ſpirit of oppoſition , contradiftion , or 
ſingularity be found among us : Let us follow thoſe 
things that make for peace , and wherein we may beſt 
comfort and edifie one another, 'Tis true, we are called 
ro liberty , and let us ſtand faſt on Gods bleſſing in that 
liberty wherein Chriſt hath ſer us free z but let us not uſe 
our liberty as a cloak of maliciouſne(s, bur as ſervants of 
God: Ler us give due reverence to the perſons ſet over 
us; and that is beſt done by reſpect to the Laws eſtabli- 
ſhed arnong us: For ſois the will of God, that we ſubmit 
our ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Loras ſake, 


Secondly, For you then that are intereſted in the great 
and neceſſary Concern that is now at hand, in carrying 
on the great Deſigne of this time, be pleaſed to conſ1- 
der, Youare hither come not barely to hear of the No- 
tion , but for the Execution of Righteouſneſs ; and are 
not ſeverely to animadvert onely upon the Tranſgreſſours 
of the Moral, and natural, and neceſſary Divine Laws,but 
upon thoſe that break the poſitive , particular Humane 
Ordinances , that our Rulers in wiſdome have eſtabliſhed 
for our good among us, 

If perſons were (o well diſpoſed, as Counſels and Mo- 
nitions might perſwade all to be good from the Pulpit or 
in the Cloſet,thenno need to urge any rigour from either 
Bench or Bar : But here you are met for the Remunera- 
tive part of Juſtice , and to be a terrour to them that do 
evil, as well as a countenance to them that do well, You 
ſee what unhappy ſucceſs your remiſſion and lenity hath 
had hitherto it muſt be ſeverity muſt do your buſineſs, 
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Your method of leading the people muſt now be like 
Gods leading his Iſrael from Egypt to Canaan; the Con- 
du& muſt not be onely as in tl;e day , to lead them by z 
cloud, but in this night it muſt be by a pillar of fire. The 
eyes of this people have too long been dawbed up with 
Honey ; they muſt at laſt be opened by Gall: better to 
cauſe ſome {mart and cure them , then ſuffer them. 
through blindneſs to run headlong into the pit, 

In ſhort, our lives muſt be confuſed and uncomfortable 
without Laws, and Laws are unprofitable without exe- 
cution, Breath then at laſt freſh lite into the languiſhing 
Laws of a fainting Kingdome, by an 1mpartial execution, 
Remember, Faciens & con[entiens eadem lege tenentur, 
ui tolerat aliens peccata cum tollere poſsit facit ſua: 
Make not the rebellious mans fin thine by indulgence or 
connivance , that haſt roo many to anlwer tor of thy 
own, 

My Lord , For your part , your Integrity and Loyalty 
is ſo eminent, as we are ſufficiently aſſured no ſmoke of 
Paſſion can put out your Reaſon , no duſt of the World 
can take away your ſight z no pa: tiality can pervert your 
ſentence, 

To you therefore that are Aſſiſtants on the Bench, 
and to the Grand Inqueſt at the Criminal Bar, we dire&t 
our ſuit : Offer the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs, and take 
all care that Juſtice and Judgement may be executed in 
the midſt of us, For you to ſeem to be righteous, and not 
to be ſo, is to be like the Polyps, to change into the co- 
lour of the Rock to which he cleaves, whither while the 
poor Fiſhes go in a ſtorm to be ſheltered, they arede- 
voured, Remember , Lenity to the Tranſgreſſour is 
Cruelty to the Innocent, | 

It you conceal and (mother Diſorder, wink at Wick- 
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neſs, and countenance Diſobedience z O ſad conſe- 
quence | The King and his Deputy is deluded, the courſe 
of Juſtice is hindred , the hands of the Wicked are 
ſtrengthned , the heart of the Orderly is weakned : You 
|hurt the Offendour, his heart muſt be hardned, when for 
his ſin he is not correted : You hurt your weak Neigh- 
'bour, tor he is ſtaggered, it not perverted : You hurc 
your own Souls, for you are perjured : Youare injuriols 
to God, for his Worthip is undervalued and contemned : 
You wrong the King and the Governours under him, for 
the Laws are {lighted, For the Sinners, the Magiſtrates, 
your Neighbour, for your own, for the Kings, tor Gods 
{ake, let there be no more halting, no longer connivance 
to be found in the midſt of us, Execute true Judgement 
without partiality ; and if we cannot have that Obedience 
to the Laws that is required , let the Offendour feel that 
juſt Vengeance which is threatned, Submit your ſelves to 
| every Ordinance of man for that Lords ſake , Towhons be 
; rendred 4s is due, all Obedience, and Service, and Honowr, 
' and Glory, now and for ever, Amen, 


